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Name: ____________________________________ 
Date: _______________________ 

 
First Quarter 

Independent Reading Requirements 
Reading Response and Project Due Dates 

 
 You are responsible for reading 90 minutes per week. This is independent reading, 
which means you are reading on your own time. The Hunger Games series, Twilight series 
and the Divergent Series are not allowed as reading options for your Independent Reading.    
 You choose a novel to read. There are no minimum page requirements, just that you 
finish the book by the end of the quarter. Your book can be anything that is fiction, 
including historical fiction, fantasy, science fiction, romance, teen / young adult fiction, etc. 
It must be a novel you have not previously read. 
 Fill out an Independent Reading Book Approval Slip with the title of your book 
and how you plan on getting your book. This is due by _____________________________.  
Your book will be approved or rejected by________________________________________. 
 You will read your book over the next six to eight weeks. Every two weeks you will 
complete one of the following options. These responses are called your Reading Responses 
(RRs). These are well-thought out, well-written (in complete quality sentences) responses.  
 You will need to complete your book in order to present your final Reading Project 
(RP). Your Reading Project is due _____________________________. You will present 
your project to the class during that next week. Your RP will be graded using both a 
writing rubric and an oral presentation rubric. 
   
RRs are due on the following dates: _____________________,  ____________________ 
___________________________,   __________________________.  
 
Important dates to remember: 

______________________: Last day to turn in IR Book Approval Slip. 
______________________: Last day to have your IR book approved. 
______________________:  1st RR due 
______________________:  2nd RR due 
______________________:  3rd RR due 
______________________:  4th RR Due 
______________________:  Reading Project due 
______________________: Project in-class presentations (Be prepared 
to present any time this week!)  
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Name: ____________________________________ 

Date: _______________________ 

 
First Quarter 

Independent Reading Response (RR) Options 
 

DIRECTIONS:  Choose one of the following options about your Independent Reading 
book, every two weeks. You may not choose the same option twice. Answer each option 
on your own paper in a well-written paragraph of complete quality sentences. Your 
responses will reflect what you read during the two-week period.  All RRs have a writing 
requirement. Failure to include a written response with your RR will result in a failing 
grade, no matter how wonderful the illustration, diorama, etc.  
 
Formatting: At the top of your paper, include the title and author of your book, as well 
as the pages you read over the past two weeks.  
 
Heading example:  
 

RR #1  
 Arlo Finch and the Valley of Fire 

By John August 
Pages: 1-74 

 
OPTIONS: Choose one of the following options for each RR. You may not repeat options.  
 
 1. Describe & Illustrate a character’s traits, based on the thoughts, words, and actions of 
that character in the book. You must include the character’s physical traits, as well as his /her  
beliefs, personality, and / or motivations in your written description. You may draw the character 
on a large poster board or create a collage by finding examples of things that illustrate the 
character’s traits.  
  
 

2. Describe & Illustrate the setting. Describe the setting and draw a map of the major 
landmarks where the story takes place. Explain the setting’s importance to the story and 
characters. What would happen to the story if the time and/or place were different?  
  
 

3. Create a Story Chain. Cut a sheet of colored paper into 2” strips. On each strip, write an 
event from your book. Then staple or tape the strips in a chain, in the order they occur in the book. 
You must have at least 15 events, or links in your chain, from the book. (This option is best to 
choose after you’ve read at least half your book.) 
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4. Review the book. You MUST complete the book to write this option. This response 
will stay in the classroom in a notebook for other students to read.  On the cover, include a 
picture of the book cover. Include your name and year. List the author's name, total number of 
pages, genre, and whether it’s in a series. If it’s in a series, you need to list the other books in the 
series. 
 
Cover Example: 
 

   
Reviewer: 7thgrade Student, 2018 
Author: John August 
336 pages 
Magical realism (Scouting and magic) 
Not in a series. 
 

Then, summarize the book in 3-4 short paragraphs. Include enough detail that other 
students will be able to judge if they'd like the story. Then, provide a list of characters and a brief 
description of each. Finally, give your opinion of the book. You have to cite at least three (3) 
examples of things you liked or didn’t like about the book. Finally, include your recommendation 
to future students: Should they read the book? Or no? Why? Why not? You must give at least two 
reasons why or why not. 
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Name: ____________________________________ 
Date: _______________________ 

 
First Quarter 

Independent Reading Project Options 
 

DIRECTIONS: Choose ONE of the following options for your Reading Project. 
Complete all pieces of the project. Projects should be colorful, creative, and in final draft 
format. You will present your Project to the class, which will be graded on an Oral 
Presentation Rubric. 
 
Option #1: Create a PowerPoint / Keynote presentation, with a minimum of 10 slides, that 
summarizes your book. Your final slide should include a short review and recommendation 
of your book. 
 
Option #2: Create a literature map. Your map must show the important settings in the 
book (country, city, neighborhood, diner, rooms in a house). Include descriptions of each 
item on your map and a summary of the major events that occur there. Your map must have 
at least five (5) settings or locations. 
 
Option #3: Create a comic book. Recreate a specific scene from the text, or create a shorter, 
condensed version of the story. Include one important quote from the text. No more than 10 
pages. This project will be graded on artistic and writing qualities. 
 
Option #4: Create a word collage of important terms / words / or concepts in the book. 
Write the title of the book in the center of a small poster board or sheet of legal paper, 
11”x14” minimum. Then search through magazines and newspapers to find words, phrases, 
and sentences that represent the characters or things in the book. Concentrate on the 
theme, setting, plot, and / or characters. You may NOT use wordle to create this!  

Poster Minimum Requirements:  Minimum 50 words. Poster should provide the 
viewer with a strong visual impact. The words may be arranged to form a shape of 
something important to the story – like a sword, spaceship, dog, etc. 


